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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-25 as received on 12/12/2001 with letter of 07/12/2001 

Claims, No.: 

16-30 as received on 12/12/2001 with letter of 07/12/2001 

Drawings, sheets: V*?<?l &2*J2^ ■A- < =^-^ o/fe/'^ j^j 

1/26-26/26 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

IS the claims, Nos.: 1-15, 31-127 
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□ the drawings, 



sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



16-30 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



16-30 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



16-30 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
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1 . The present formulation of independent method claim 16 fails to meet the 

requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT, because the subject-matter does not involve an 
inventive step. 

The document D3 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 16, and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A method of providing secure communication between a mobile node (Figure 2, 
MN) and a home domain (HA) using a foreign domain (FA), comprising: 
transmitting a registration request from the mobile node to the home domain 
(page 1125, right-hand column, line 1-3), 

the request comprising an identity of a user of the mobile node in encrypted form 
(page 1125, right-hand column, section 3, Key Management); 
the home domain receiving and processing the registration request to generate a 
registration reply comprising one or more encryption keys for encrypting 
messages to be communicated between and among the mobile node, home 
domain, and the foreign domain (page 1 126; left-hand column, section Key 
Management - right-hand column, line 7); and 

transmitting the registration reply from the home domain to the foreign domain 
and the mobile node (page 1 126, right-hand column, line 8 - 25). 

The subject-matter of claim 16 therefore differs from the state of the art given by 
D3 that the request comprises network routing information in non-encrypted form. 

The objective problem be solved seems to be to use Internet security techniques 
and to keep routing information independent and transparent. 

Document D3 already discloses (Figure 5-1 and page 121, section 5.2 "As shown 
in Figure 5-1...") as solution that all data is encrypted that isn't required to 
route packets and that the routing data is in plaintext (not encrypted). 

A skilled person therefore starting from D3 and aware of document D5, wherein 
routing information is not encrypted and all other data is encrypted, would arrive at 
the subject-matter of claim 16, without the exercise of inventive skill, in order to 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL ^PLIMINARY International IPiation No. PCT/US00/27352 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



solve the problem (to use Internet security techniques and to keep routing 
information independent and transparent), by combining these two documents. 

Therefore, the essence of the alleged invention, is also already known from D3 in 
combination with D5. 

Consequently, the features of present claim 16 not explicitly mentioned in D3 
would be found by the skilled person in a most self-evident manner; they are not 
based on an inventive step, and claim 1 6 therefore fails to meet the requirements 
of Art. 33 (3) PCT. 

2. The dependent claims 17-30 do not seem to contain any subject-matter which, in 
combination with the subject-matter of the claim on which they are dependent, 
would lead to a claim involving an inventive activity (Article 33(3) PCT). 
They are either derivable from the above cited documents or concern simple 
embodiments without inventive merit in themselves. 
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